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not deter the people from having recourse to them, nor
impair the credit which is ordinarily given to agricul-
turists, and without which they would be unable to
meet the demand for revenue, or to sustain themselves
from harvest to harvest.

The requirements of the present Bill as to registration
appear to me so onerous, that they will operate to deter
persons from committing their transactions to writing.
Registration aftords a very doubtful proof of the pay-
ment of money. It is a common experience in this
country that money paid in the presence of the registra-
tion officer is in part or wholly returned when che
parties leave the presence of the registrar. It is rarely
denied that a transaction has taken place ; but ;f a
dispute arises, it is as to the amount received.

The portion of the Bill which relates to conciliation
also deserves serious consideration. The Bill provides
for the appointment of conciliators, who, having invited
the parties to attend, are to use their best endeavours to
induce them to agree to an amicable settlement. Now
the matter on which the parties are supposed to be at
variance is not a mere dispute arising out of domestic
or friendly relations, in which the impartiality of a
stranger or the influence of a neighbour can be hope-
fully introduced, to persuade the parties to make
mutual concessions ; and therefore I am not hopeful that
this provision will be of practical use. No doubt a
revenue officer or a police officer could bring influences
to bear on creditors which would induce them altogether
to forego their claims ; but I need hardly express my
conviction that the Government of India would alto-
gether discountenance the exercise of any such
influence ; and I have no doubt the Council, in order
to avoid even the apprehension of its exercise, will see
fit to introduce a provision in the Bill prohibiting the
appointment as conciliator of any officer exercising
revenue or police functions.

On the other hand, the attendance before the con-
ciliator will put the parties to considerable inconve-
nience. The conciliator can only " invite " them to
attend ; and if the defendant does not attend, he may
adjourn the case for an indefinite time and as often as
he pleases. A claimant may have to waste any number
of davs to obtain relief in the most trifling case ;
there is no provision to secure him compensation.